. The rabbits were killed 24 to 36 hr after hcg injection and their eggs were recovered and examined for evidence of fertilization (Chang, 1959) .
Hybrid fertilization can occur between several mammalian species (Chang & Hancock, 1967 ), but there is no conclusive proof that spermatozoa need to be capacitated before they can effect such fertilization. The time required for hybrid capacitation and the ability of spermatozoa to retain their fertilizing capacity in the female tract of another species has not been studied. Nevertheless, it has been shown that rabbit spermatozoa can slowly complete part, if not all, of their capacitation for normal fertilization in the uterus of the rat and bitch (Bedford & Shalkovsky, 1967; Hamner, Jones & Sojka, 1968 study of capacitation, 0\m=.\2to 1 \ m=. \ 0\ m=x\106 spermatozoa in 0\m=.\03to 0\m=.\05ml of fluid were deposited surgically into each Fallopian tube, and for the study of the fertilizing life of hare spermatozoa, about 100 \m=x\106 spermatozoa in 0\m=.\5ml fluid were inseminated intra-vaginally. At various times before and after insemination, the rabbits were given 50 to 90 i.u. hcg intravenously to induce ovulation between 10 and 14 hr later (Harper, 1963) . The rabbits were killed 24 to 36 hr after hcg injection and their eggs were recovered and examined for evidence of fertilization (Chang, 1959) .
Only one rabbit egg was fertilized when snowshoe hare spermatozoa were inseminated into the rabbit Fallopian tube about 2 hr before ovulation, but when the spermatozoa were deposited either 6 or 10 hr before ovulation 41% (11/27) and 79% (22/28) of the eggs, respectively, were fertilized (Table 1) . This suggests that snowshoe hare spermatozoa had to be capacitated for 6 to 10 hr before they could fertilize the rabbit eggs (see Austin, 1951; Chang, 1951) . Adams & Chang (1962) * One rabbit in each group was inseminated with epididymal spermatozoa. Chang (unpublished) However, as the results are variable and the methodology of the experiments was also inconsistent, it may be better to conclude that snowshoe hare sperma¬ tozoa were capacitated at very much the same rate as rabbit spermatozoa. Bedford & Shalkovsky (1967) found that when rabbit spermatozoa were
